
My dear Fathers,  

I’m connecting to you once again through this video message as I plan to do so continuously while the 

Coronavirus crisis persists. Our Communications Centre is an invaluable help for this. 

It is essential at this stage that we ourselves do not panic or get fearful. We need to give wise and prudent 

leadership to our people. All should take adequate precautions, and this is important. The Prime Minister hit the 

right note in his television address on Thursday when he said: Do not think that we have escaped because we do 

not have so many cases. Mr. Uddhav Thackeray was also very practical in his message yesterday. From a study 

of what has happened in other countries, the next couple of weeks are crucial and if we can control the situation 

now, we will be spared of a long-term lockdown which could become inevitable and necessary. 

I affectionately urge all our priests not to expose themselves to this infection. Pope Francis has cancelled all his 

meetings and engagements and I have done so here including our Bishops’ Team Meetings. Our Clergy 

Recollection has been cancelled and the Ordinations and the Chrism Mass stand postponed. 

Therefore please, please take the threat seriously and stay at home for the next few weeks. The Church, the 

Archdiocese, all of us and I need you. Make do with minimum staff. Your cook/attendant should be careful not 

to bring infection into your house. I request that you give leave to all non-essential staff, and treat this as 

extraordinary leave with pay. Do not cut their salary because they do not report for work. 

There are two urgent matters about which I want to speak to you today: the first is Funerals and the second is 

Confessions. 

1. Funerals: After studying Government advisories, I am issuing the following directives: 

a. People should be encouraged to pray for the deceased but there is to be no public Requiem Mass 

now. The body may to be taken directly to the burial ground where all the Funeral Prayers can 

be said before the burial. Keep the number of mourners to the minimum. Please keep the Police 

informed of the Funeral. 

b. In case of death due to a suspected Coronavirus infection, avoid any physical contact with the 

body; the relatives too should be advised the same.  

c. This is a moment of great sadness for the family of the deceased. Assure them that once the crisis 

is over, we will have a proper Requiem Mass in the Church with the Eulogy, etc. We will give 

directives about this later. 

2. Confessions: In the present situation it is not advisable to hear individual confessions. I think the 

conditions given in Canon 961#2 for General Absolution are fulfilled for those suffering from the 

Coronavirus infection. However, it will not be possible to get them (together) for an Absolution without 

individual confession. Hence if you are able to, and I will do this at the Archdiocesan level, catechize the 

people about the necessity and adequacy of perfect contrition for the forgiveness of sins. This is Catholic 

Doctrine. 

Norms have been received from Rome for Holy Week Services and the possibility of obtaining Plenary 

Indulgences. I will get back to you on this. This video message was to address issues needing our immediate 

attention. 

Thank you, take care of yourselves and we are united in prayer. 
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