
My dear Fathers,  

I am contacting you once again as we prepare for Holy Week. I missed the Chrism Mass which would 
have been celebrated yesterday. It is one of the high points of the year, where we all meet. I had given 
liturgical guidelines for Holy Week; I hope they were clear and helpful. I got a few queries about the 
Easter Candle. Most of you probably would not have an Easter 2020 Candle. You can use last year’s Easter 
Candle changing the 19 into 20 by posting a sticker. This makeshift arrangement could later remind us of 
the extra ordinary times that we are going through. Looking at the Candle we can later give praise and 
thanksgiving to the Lord. Similarly, since no oils have been blessed this year, please use last year’s Holy 
oils. 

I am live streaming the Liturgy of the Holy Week from the Cathedral. It will also be televised. The Mass 
on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday will be at 9:00 a.m. On Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday we will have the Service at 7:00 p.m. live from the Cathedral. I invite those of you who can, to 
join me in these services and I will be conscious of your participation. 

It is important that we feel strengthened by bonding with one another in these trying times. I have a 
suggestion: Generally every morning, unless I have an important matter to attend to, I will be in my Chapel 
from 12:30 p.m. If you are able to you can join me in prayer at the same time. Similarly, every evening at 
8:00 p.m., we pray in the Cathedral Chapel, you could join us from your place. We can grow closer to the 
Lord and to one another at the end of this lockdown. 

Earlier this week, I wrote a letter to the Prime Minister offering full assistance from the Church at this 
critical moment. The Prime Minister later had a video conference with health workers, including 
representatives from the Church: the Director of Caritas India and the Director General of the Catholic 
Health Association of India. Last evening the Prime Minister’s Office held a video conference with 
representatives of selected NGO’s and Civil Society Organisations. I participated in this discussion: the 
case of migrant workers was highlighted. This afternoon I spoke to the Director General of the Home 
Guards about assistance to migrant workers which is the immediate human problem. They wanted some 
facilities in the city where they would distribute food to the migrant workers in distress. This is an 
immediate need and very essential to prevent the danger of a further spread of the Coronavirus, which 
must be settled in a day or two. I will discuss this with those concerned this evening and get that organised. 
In the meantime, I am setting up a Crisis Management Team so that we can respond to the rapidly changing 
scenario on a day to day basis. 

In conclusion once again: please take abundant caution and advise our people also to do so. Social 
distancing is essential for our safety. If apart from the bigger centres which are helping, you notice any 
cases of migrant workers in your parish please help immediately. Bp. Barthol has written to the SCC 
Coordinators about this. Our Prime Minister has appealed to us to come out with lights on Sunday at 9:00 
p.m. We could make this an occasion of prayer, as also for our people. 

I wish you a very grace-filled Holy week and let us continue to pray for each other.  

 
April 3, 2020                                                X Oswald Cardinal Gracias 

                                                                  Archbishop of Bombay 


