
My dear people,  

The Coronavirus pandemic is a matter of extreme concern.  The number of cases is 
increasing and we now have even a few deaths in India.   

Experts say that the next couple of weeks are crucial for the control of its spread. 

I had issued instructions giving guidelines based on advisories from the Central and 
State Governments and after consulting medical experts.  This morning I issued another 
Circular exempting all our faithful from the Sunday Mass obligation till March 31, 
2020.  

There is now a request from the Chief Minister to close our places of worship for a few 
days.  In response to his request and in the interest of the safety of our people I am 
asking our Parish Priests and Heads of Institutions to suspend all Church services except 
Mass till March 31, 2020 after which the situation will be reviewed and we will issue 
appropriate directions.   Hence, till Palm Sunday, there will be no missions, no Stations 
of the Cross, and no Passo Services.  All meetings of Associations are suspended with 
immediate effect.  Big gatherings of over 50 persons are to be avoided.  Hence, even on 
Sunday pray at home.  I am advising our priests not to reduce the number of Masses so 
as to ensure there is a smaller congregation at each Mass.  There should not be more 
than 50 at Mass. You know there is no obligation to attend Mass: so please, I urge you 
pray at home. Today is Wednesday, we will observe the situation, consult the 
Government and if necessary, issue appropriate directions towards the end of the week 
regarding Mass on Sunday. 

My advice to you: Do not panic.  But take proper precautions.  The situation is not out 
of control.  We must collaborate with the Government and Health authorities. These are 
emergency short term measures so we can avoid a longer lasting effect. Do pray at home 
especially on Sunday.  I recommend to our faithful to observe Friday as a day of penance 
and fasting for the control of the coronavirus spread.   

I affectionately urge you: please minimize socialising.  Avoid physical contact. And do 
wash your hands often with soap and water or sanitizer.  

We are in the season of Lent. Easter is round the corner!! 

 

 

March 18, 2020                        X Oswald Cardinal Gracias 
                 Archbishop of Bombay 


