
My dear Fathers,  

I am happy to connect with you once again. I hope each one of you is keeping well. Since my last Video 
Message to you the Prime Minister has declared a twenty-one-day lockdown. This was not unexpected, 
though its duration was not anticipated. I think it was necessary. I fully endorse his appeal and please 
do encourage our people to follow it strictly: staying at home and moving out only for essential 
provisions. I am appreciative of the prompt action of our Chief Minister and State Government, he is 
having a review meeting today and some more specifications might be issued later in the day. 

I have already given you directions regarding the hearing of confessions and conducting of funerals. I 
did not speak of the Anointing of the Sick. If you get a sick-call, please avoid any physical contact with 
the patient. Physical contact is extremely dangerous in cases of Coronavirus infection. So no anointing 
with the Oil of the Sick. Encourage the patient to have a perfect contrition. If they are able to, encourage 
them to recall their sins. Speak of God’s goodness, love and mercy and motivate them to feel sorrow 
for their sins. Then you may verbalise a prayer asking for God’s forgiveness. The patient could express 
this interiorly or repeat it after you if he/she is strong enough to do so. 

In my Video Message of last Friday March 20, I had declared the stoppage of all public Masses till 
April 4, 2020. This is now extended till April 17, 2020 (inclusive). At that time, I had indicated that our 
Churches could be kept open for a couple of hours everyday for people to pray privately. As a matter 
of caution, it becomes necessary to close all Churches completely till the end of the all India Lockdown.  

Some parishes have been communicating with their people through the live streaming of Masses. I am 
issuing guidelines for this. A Mass celebrated by me is being streamed on the Archdiocese of Bombay 
website and is available every morning at 7:30 a.m. (and all through the day). 

I am making an appeal to the Church in India to spend the coming Fridays in Lent as days of special 
Fasting and Prayer. All of us could participate in this and I encourage our people also to follow this in 
their homes at least from next Friday. 

Tomorrow Friday, March 27th the Holy Father will be conducting a Liturgical Service at 10:30 p.m. 
(IST) at St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome. EWTN will certainly televise it and Shalom TV and Goodness TV 
may also do so. You could also access it live on YouTube. In the measure possible inform our people 
about it so that they can participate. The Holy Father will be imparting a Plenary Indulgence at the end 
of the service to all those participating through the Media. 

I have received directives about the Holy Week Services, but I think all the conditions may not be 
applicable to India. Hence I will wait for a few days, in case there are further clarifications before 
communicating them to you. 

The season of Lent is an invitation to us to come back to the Lord. The present crisis is also a compelling 
message from the Lord to return to him. 

My dear Fathers I have prayed intensely for you and continue to do so. May the Lord liberate us from 
this present danger. Do pray for the Archdiocese of Bombay and for me. 

 

 

March 26, 2020                                          X Oswald Cardinal Gracias 
                                                                  Archbishop of Bombay 


